
STAMINA OF CAR,

NOT. NEW FEATURES

SHOULD BE TEST

Craze for Novelties Often
Leads Maker and Owner
Away fro Essentials.

"The growing tendency of motor car
buyers to bo too strongly lnfluonccd by
external features Is causing no little
concern to the manufacturer," says Ray
Harroun, of the perfelnecrlnK depart-
ment of the Nordy'ke & Mnrmon Com-
pany, makers of Marmon cars, which Is
represented here by tjio Potomac Motor
Car Company. Arthur Forakcr, a son
of former Senator Forakor of Ohio, Is
connected with the company. Ray
Harroun will be remembered by hun-
dreds of Washington motorists as a par-
ticipant In the first Munsey Tour in
1809.

"It Is largely the fault of the manu-
facturers' themselves, who have called
attention away from mechanical excel-
lence to special items In equipment,
until now It Is 'difficult to keep the
buyer from forgetting all about the
car Itself In his eagerness to get some-ln- g

novel in the way of an accessory,"
continued Harroun. "What Is needed
Is a concerted effort on the part of the
manufacturers to exploit the real

of their cars and do away
with featuring some new lighting device
or a new typo of starter. The pur-
chaser should buy a car for Its
stamina, reliability, and easy riding
qualities, and when he loses sight of
these features there Is danger of a large
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crop of dissatisfied owners and a. conse-
quent slump In the demand for can.
Much more nelp can be given the buyer
If he Is told about some hard grueling
race or tour that a car has won than
If ho Is Impressed with the .value of
some accessory that has no bearing on
tho durability or economy of the car
Itself.

"Personally 1 feel that a great deal
moro good was accomplished by tho
Marmon winning tho Minneapolis to
Winnipeg reliability tour without a
puncture or any penalty than
could have been realized from exploit-
ing any anpount of new equipment.
The performance of tho Marmon in
that tour was a demonstration of
what a car can do In actual service,
and that Is what manufacturers
should emphasize in selling cars if
they are going to give their custom-
ers the best help Hi making a good
selection. However, I do not menn
to say that the makers nf cars should
not take advantage of anything now
Iri the matter of

"If all the manufacturers would ad-
here closely to tho policy of laying
most emphasis on the car Itself, what
it In made of and what it will actual-
ly do, thoro would be a bond between
maker and purchaser that could nnver
bo destroyed."

Prominent Maker Will
Abolish Yearly Models

Following his1 recently adopted policy
of banishing tho yearly model bugaboo
In connection with Overland motor cars,
President John N. Willys will also ap.
plv this policy to Qarford cars.

Garford and Overland cars will. In the
future, be manufactured each working
dav In tho year Just as any staple prod-
uct Is manufactured. President Willys
believes that Overland and Garford cars
have renchfd as near-perfe- ct stage as Is
possible to make them, and that to
make radical changes ench year simply
to style them nv modols Is a fallacy
and a policy that Interrupts system and
efllclencv.

With the Overland and Garford plants
each day with no Interruption,

no changing of patterns and machinery
and each man familiar with the work
ha has to perform, a largor production
and workmanship Is assured.
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Its "Weak, Gasp"
Qn The Highway Must

Be Eliminated.

Safety on tho public highways de-

pends, and must depend, very largely
upon the ability of the motorist to give
adequate warning of the approach of
his car. It is for this reason that stat-
utes are being more en-

forced "which require the automoblllst
to sound his horn at all obviously 'dan-
gerous crossings and points con-
gestion of may occur.

The history of countless accidents has
shown that failure to observe these re-

quirements has contributed to more
than a majority of tho smash-up- s and
colllsslotiB which come before the public
eye.

Therefore, it would certainly seem as
If the day of the bulb horn Is past, says
Motor Print. At best, this device with
Its feeble, undopondable "honk" Is an

Inadequate signal.
It has neither tho power to warn at any
distance, nor mo consistency to perrorm
Its task In a uniform manner. It seems
to delight In uttering any degree of
sound which varies from a gutteral
cough to a wheeze of the staccato
type. Surely, there can be no argument
for such a contrivance when llfo and
property aro dependent upon the per
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formance of Its duty. It Is the almost
untverss opinion of police officials and
experienced motorists that the bulb-nor- rt

must go and theso two bodies
form the last court of appeal on publlo
hirhwav regulation.

Tho signal of tho motor car must be
imperative. It must be an uncomprom-
ising authoritative command not a
weak, apologetic gasp. The efficientsignal must be ready Tor Instant use at
all times under all circumstances.
Otherwise it Is a misnomer of a very
dangerous character and a menace to
all vehicles and pedestrians on the high-wa- y.

There are doubtless many of us who
have been startled Into unusual activity
at tho strident t6nes of the really effi-
cient motor car and, at the
time, we havo resented what seemedto be an unnecessary offenso to our
self-respe-

Strong Signals Beat.
the streets and highways

are no to dream, and there Is
small satisfaction In being tolled Into a
false of security when danger Is
at hand. The warning signal "nuisance"
Is very largely a public weal. Tho'
signals which unthinking people con-
demn have been perhaps the means ofdriving your child from tho path of an
oncoming car, whereas the obsolete bulb
horn would have been altogether In-

effective.
There is, of course, and always will

be, the malicious "smart" motorist. The
"smart Aleck" Is deep rooted at inter-
vals In tho human species, and we
can't keop him out of tho motor car.
It Is with him that wo find the real
motor signal "nuisance" he delights In
running up quietly his unsus-
pecting vlotlm anfl emitting a blasting
roar from his that Is quite as
bad as the of death.

Furthermore, he takes a fiendish
pleasuro In rousing all sleeping hamlets
and villages when there Is absolutely no
occasion for any such proceeding. Such
actions, of course, do constitute a
"nuisance." It Is only a mistaken, un-
happy sense of at work, though,
and this gentleman together with the
bulb nonentity should bo relegated to.
"fields, not green, but barren." The
abuse of privilege should not condemn
such a truly worthy and necessary de-
vice as the efficient motor car signal.
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Can Be Saved

by Motorist Who
Car.

"In tho course of a motoring experi-
ence one cannot help noticing several
errors committed by are In
some Instances so regularly made as to
lead the uninitiated to suposc that they
aro not errors at all. In fact, by
sheer custom such errors have
established themselves firmly In the

of those committing hem to the
extent that thev will Indignantly deny
there is anything wrong in their be-
havior," says a writer in Print.

"To the thinking motorist these re-

marks do not porhaps so Btronglv apply
the manv who carefully reason every-

thing out wlU have found out for them-
selves the fallacy of manv things which
to others would not have seemed un-

reasonable"' but In the hope of drawing
attention to some fow regularly com-
mitted motoring errors I propose to
enumerate tho most conspicuous of
them.

"As an Instance of a common orror I
would first mention that of driving
against the brakes that is to say,
slowing up the car when necessary by
the application of tho brakes without
releasing the clutch or slowing down
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the engine. Such a barbarous method
of 'driving doss exist, and there are
even driven who will tell you, and
firmly believe so that this
Is tho proper method of varying the
speed of the car. To rational peoplo the
idea of pulling the car forward by the
engine and holding it back by the
brakes will at once appear ridiculous,
and such drivers as commit this error
would do wejl to try the principle when
cycling, and when wishing to slow up,

pedaling hard, while at the
same time applying the brakes.

"This common error is ono which, of
course, does conslderiblo harm to tho
car on which It Is committed it ob-
viously bo good for the chassis
to be submitted to a tendency to be
pulled in half by the engine pulling it
forward and the brakes holding It back.
Therefore, never apply the brakes with-
out first slowing down tho engine so
that the latter itself is holding back
tho car, or else first the
clutch."

"How many, I wonder, even
those who aro very careful with car
buretor and who glvo great
conBiacration to tne mues per gauon or

consider the question of
this mileage? I have

oftentimes noticed a driver before pro-
ceeding to start up his engine, vigor-
ously shake the needle valve of the
float chamber and flood the carburetor
until some quarter of a pint of gaso
lene had been wasted. The same man
will repeat this procedure every time he
starts, and In a run many
engine stops he will probably use half
as much gasolene on starting alone as
he does on running.

"Flooding of the carburetor Is very
often nothing more than a habit of the
driver, as In many instances I have
found that the engine would start when
once warmed equally well without
flooding at all, with a consequent great
saving of gasolene. With tho modern
carburotor this Is very generally bo,
and yet many motorists continue to vig-
orously Hood their carburetor on every
occasion when they wish to start the
engine. Therefore I suggest to those
who have been committing this error,
find out whether tho engine will not

readily without flooding the
If it will, considerable fuel will

be saved.
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Important now testlmonv was given
todav in tho Alexandria annexation suit

1b now bolng bitterly contested
the Alexandria county court.

Two witnesses for the cltv gave impor-
tant as to the effect of an-
nexation upon real estate values.

Dr. Samuel H. Lunt, a real estate ope-
rator, gavo some decidedly Interesting

about the scarcity of money
in Alexandria. He reiterated much of
his given yesterday, and

upon tne fact that
there are practically no building sites In
the city on account of its congested con-

dition. He said money was scarce
citizens find better

elsewhere than they can In Alexandria
under existing conditions.

F. I. Rlavmaker gave testimony for
the city along the same lines, and de-

clared that annexation or some of tho
surrounding propertv was the only solu-

tion for manv municipal evils.
It is expected that wncn the court

closes late this afternoon Bennett
C. Gordon will announce an

of the case for two weeks. He
Is to go to (Nelson to
preside over the court there.

Built for the man who wants a car
'i -

with less upkeep cost but who demands
the same quality dependability
found in cars $l,800-$2,50-0 class
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$50
Warner

$50
Mohair
Top and
Boot

$25
Clear
Vision
Wind
Shield

The distinctive Over-
land features combined
with our Overland Serv-
ice Dept. are the things
that give every Overland
owner perfect satisfac-
tion.

SERVICE DEPT.
222-22- 4 14th St. N. W.

Main 6916.

Phone Main 69 1 6


